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    THE SHOW 

The Aerial Acrobatic Arts Festival - Denver
was created using standards established in the

Circus Festival Tradition and with a circus spirit
of innovation and discovery.

It is a first of its kind to showcase semi-professional 
aerialists in North America. A semi-professional 
aerialist is an artist, who can be formally trained
or self-taught, who has performed for one-time 
events or on a regular basis.  The Festival, welcomes 

new artists, who have a unique style and desire to 
work in the field of circus arts and entertainment.

In order to reach the show competition, aerialists
submitted videos for review by a pre-selection panel. 

Over 89 talented artists applied from across the United 
States, Canada, Paris, and London. 

The criterion for judging was based on standards
of Aerial Festivals from around the world. Friday’s show is the Preliminary
Competition with the judges selecting one Finalist per discipline, plus an Encore Act 
to perform in the final show Saturday night. Saturday’s Show will feature the finalists, 
the Encore Act, an Innovative Performance, and the one Young Aerialist selected from 
all the young aerialists who applied from across the country.

The Festival celebrates undiscovered talent and also welcomes audience participation 
in selecting the Audience Choice Award. The Judges will select the Best Technical, 
Best Artistic, and Best Over-all Performance.

The Aerial Acrobatic Arts Festival will evolve. It is meant to foster community.
It is a platform for aerialists to experience the joy of performing, the excitement
of competition, and the inspiration of seeing what is possible.

Welcome to the Second Aerial Acrobatic Arts Festival
Enjoy the Show!

Circus dates back 4,000 years. 
 
In China the Imperial court had clowns and 
acrobats. 

Skomorkhi, Russian mimes and minstrels
performed in the 11th Century. 
 
Acrobats, comedians, and trained bears performed 
in Medieval Europe. 
Street performance became a profession in the 
early 1600’s.
 
England had riding rings with horse acts, clowns, 
acrobats, tightrope in 1768.  

The first circus performed for President
Washington in Philadelphia in 1793.

In 1825, the circus tent appeared in North 
America. 

Mexico had a number of circuses in the 1850’s. 
Mexican clowns were termed the “poets of the 
common people.” 

Circus came to Denver in 1869.

In 1873, P. T. Barnum’s show became too big for 
a single ring. He added a second ring, and then 
expanded to the three-ring circus.  

In 1880, Ringling Brothers Barnum & Bailey
Circus was formed.  The show of shows. 
 
Parades flourished during The Golden Age
of Circus - from1880 to 1910. 
 
The Circus parade faded, due to the advent of the 
automobile. Ironically, the car was introduced to 
the American public as a circus curiosity. 

First Circus School: 
 
After the October Revolution in 1917, Vladimir 
Lenin nationalized the Circus. 
In 1919 the Soviet Union subsidized Circus
including training Circus artists. 

In 1926, the First Circus School in the world 
opened: the Moscow Circus School. 

The First American Amateur Circus was formed
in 1947 at Florida State University.

In 1948, Sailor Circus was founded at Sarasota 
High School in Florida, Wanatchee Youth Circus 
in Washington State featured high wire, flying and 
other traditional circus acts in open air. 

Ringling Bros. Barnum & Bailey abandoned the big 
top tent circus in 1956.

In the 1960’s 

Circus was taught at New York University.

The Electric Circus and Circo Dell’Arte performed 
in New York City.

Ringling Clown College opened in 1968. 

In the 1970’s 
 
The San Francisco Mime troupe & Pickle Family 
Circus performed in California. 

Cirque Gruss in Paris revitalized European Circus 
with a high level of artistic and social acceptance, 
an art form comparing to theater.

In New York, The Big Apple Circus and New York 
School of Circus Arts opened.

Circus Arts opened in Hoboken, Jew Jersey.

Smirkus in Vermont was created during the
Vietnam era, along with The Bread and Puppet 
Theater.

In Italy, the Orfeis family introduced film into the 
Circus and created Circorama in Milan.

In 1975, there were more than 140 Italian Circuses. 

Continued in back... 

CHRONOLOGY OF THE CIRCUS

Eka Boo Button
Audience Choice Award 2011

Photo: Scott Strohmeier
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Jolene Dickerson - Duo Trapeze with Petra Delarocha
Portland, OR
Jolene is a dancer, aerialist and variety performer who started training when
she was nine years old.  She has  a degree in Environmental Science. For the past 
four years she has been perfecting her aerial skills on silks and trapeze. Whether 
working solo, duo or muli-side-by-side acts, Jolene always brings a radiant glow 
to the stage.

Helen Dickson – Corde de Lisse - Santa Barbara, CA
Helen is a dancer who found that the aerial arts add an exciting and
challenging dimension to dance. She enjoys the combination of strength
and grace that are required. Training for the past two years with Ninette
Paloma of La Petite Chouette Aerial Dance Studio in Santa Barbara,
California, she is continually inspired by her wonderful family of aerialists.
She has performed in their full- length productions as well as for the Santa
Barbara Dance Alliance and the Mesa Arts Center in Arizona. When she’s
not in the air, she manages an aquatic biology research lab at the University
of California, Santa Barbara.

Dana Dugan – Solo Trapeze - Los Angeles, CA
Dana has spent her life on stage, but it hasn’t always been under the big top.
She began gymnastics at age five. She was a classical clarinetist which earned
her a full music scholarship; and she toured the country and internationally
as a musician. After the birth of her two children, she retired from music, but 
turned her focus to spring board diving, ballroom dancing, burlesque, 
triathlons, and trapeze. Trapeze has become the perfect artistic medium
to fuse her love for music and athleticism. 

Rachel Gauthier - Guest Artist Performing an
Innovation on Trapeze and Silks - Montreal, Canada
Rachel’s love story with aerial arts started 15 years ago. She graduated from 
Quebec City’s Circus School in 2006, specializing in aerial apparatuses.
Different teachers include: Anne Lepage, Sylvie Plamondon, Sofranie Trencia 
and Yury Bozyan. As a trapeze artist and equestrian acrobat, she has performed 
with different productions including MysterAct Productions, Cirque du Soleil
(special events), Luna Caballera, Cavalia and many others. Rachel is now
working as a fitness consultant in Montreal and teaches aerial at the “École de 
Cirque de Disraeli”, QC Canada. Performing her trapeze-silks and silks.  With 
her passion for aerial and equestrian circus, fitness and acting, she wants to 
inspire and reach the world throughout her art. 

THE PERFORMERS

Molly Baechtold – Duo Trapeze with Erin Sullivan as 
Airly Acrobatics - Peabody, MA
Molly began dancing at the age of five. She studied static trapeze and silks
at the University of New Hampshire in 2005, where she also performed with the 
UNH dance company. Since graduating, she has performed in musicals, trained 
with Cirque Du Soleil’s Ivo Georgiev in New York City, and danced in Times 
Square for Cirque Du Soleil’s 25th anniversary celebration. She teaches
at Trapeze School New York (TSNY) in Boston.
 

Erin Sullivan – Duo Trapeze with Molly Baechtold as 
Airly Acrobatics - Peabody, MA
Erin had always been fascinated with the circus. She tried a swing on the flying 
trapeze in 2008 and was hooked. A year later she was teaching flying trapeze. 
She met Molly Baechtold in 2010. ; the two paired up on the static and Airly 
Acrobatics was born. The pair soon added duo silks, lyra, and partner
acrobatics to their repertoire. In addition to performing weekly in Boston,
Erin and Molly perform regularly throughout New England.

Una Bennett - Guest Young Aerialist on Corde de Lisse
Seattle, WA
Una has been training  circus arts since she was six years old. She began with  
SANCA,  Seattle Acrobatics and New Circus Arts.  She is fifteen years of age
and attends the Seattle Waldorf High School. She teaches and trains at Versatile 
Arts. Una has performed at Teatro Zinzanni, the Moisture Festival, and Circus
of Dreams. Last summer, she joined Circus Smirkus, a Vermont-based youth 
circus that travels around New England and New York in a big top tent. Una
also loves to ride horses, play Ultimate Frisbee, and snowboard. 

Petra Delarocha - Duo Trapeze with Jolene Dickerson
Portland, OR
Petra has been performing and teaching aerial arts since 2008. Her foundation 
in movement began  in Middle and High School. She received a BA from
Portland State University’s School of Fine and Performing Arts with a focus
in Art Studies and Dance. At the age of 21, after dancing for 12 years,  she was
accepted into The Circus Project’s prototype at-risk intensive training program. 
Since that time, she has worked with several local companies, including The
Circus Project, Polaris Dance Theatre and Night Flight Aerial. She teaches
classes at Night Flight and performs with several local variety shows and 
circuses.
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Cleo Knopf -  Aerial Hoop or Lyra - New York, NY
Cleo’s  dance performances include: Flamenco Fuego, New York Chamber
Ballet, Balanese American Dance Theatre, Caprichos Boleros, and her
own choreography of Poemdance. She graduated Summa Cum Laude,
Valedictorian of CUNY Hunter College in Creative Writing, Literature,
Languages and Music. She  earned her MFA in dance at Tisch, NYU. She
has performed with SeaWorld, Pickle Family Circus,  Festival D’Avignon,
and NYC venues. Aerial Dance came into my life to expand the realm of
possibilities, both physically and poetically. 

Mariah Laurel – Solo Trapeze - Portola Valley, CA
Mariah has been swinging, swooping, and diving from a trapeze since age five. 
She started by partnering with her Mom,  performing a doubles hand balancing 
act. She has trained in static and single point trapeze, tissu, rope, hoop, and 
Spanish web at the San Francisco Circus Center. Mariah has deferred her
college studies to launch a one-year adventure of performing wherever there
is a high ceiling with a sturdy beam. Mariah aims to make many new
connections in the circus world as she shares her passion for aerial arts.

Liam LeFey – Aerial Silks Duo with Jill Katzenberger - 
Denver, CO
Liam is a movement artist who started in Minnesota as a dancer.  He runs 
LeFey’s Aerial Gym in Denver, where he teaches and coaches.  He would like 
to thank Lynn Coleman and Aerial Fabric Acrobatics for putting this festival 
together.  He would also like to thank Jill for being a great partner. Jill and Liam 
would like to dedicate their duet to the casualties and their survivors, who can 
now only dance together in dreams.

Keely Luna – Aerial Hoop or Lyra - San Francisco, CA
Keely has always had an interest in circus.  She studied Ballet from age 10
to 14. When she was 15, she took her first flying trapeze class at Hollywood 
Aerial Arts.  This sparked a passion for all things circus related.  From there
she trained on Aerial Hoop, Rope, Tissue and Static Trapeze.  Aerial Hoop 
became her main focus at Hollywood Aerial Arts.  She Studied Hoop intensely 
for two years. Then, In 2009 ,Keely entered into Circus Centers Professional 
Training Program where she continues to major in Aerial Hoop. 

THE PERFORMERS
Paul Hawxhurst – Corde de Lisse - New York, NY
Paul began studying Corde Lisse in 2009 at The School of Acrobatics and New 
Circus Arts in Seattle. He trained with Johnathan Rose, Beverly Sobelman,
and Terry Crane before moving to New York City. Paul is currently the Camera 
Department Manager at Hand Held Films, one of New York’s premier Film
and Video equipment rental houses. Paul creates all of his Corde Lisse acts
to the music of Japanese rock band Dir En Grey. He is very  excited and
honored to be selected to participate in this year’s festival. 

Jill Katzenberger - Aerial Silks Duo with Liam LeFey
Denver, CO
Jill (Jilly Katz) was born and raised in Golden, Colorado and currently lives 
in Denver.  She was a 2011 Aerial Arts Festival participant in the solo silks 
category. Jill and Liam have been exploring doubles work together for the past 
two years. She’s enjoys creating opportunities for others to shine as much as 
she loves to perform herself. She also likes unicorns, playing dress-up, and fake 
tap-dancing to Gene Kelly.

Sara Knauer - Aerial Silks Solo - Chicago, IL
Sara fits in small spaces, has sharp elbows, and sometimes forgets whether
she’s said things aloud. She trains at Aloft, where she was coached in aerial
silks by Aislinn Mulligan, and she feels very honored to be a part of this festival.

Emily Knoblauch – Corde de Lisse - Santa Cruz, CA
Emily, a Chicago native, was an integral part of the Midwest’s premier aerial 
arts center, Aloft Circus Arts until 2010.  Currently, her teaching and training
is based out of Santa Cruz, California, but Emily is always pleased to find her 
art leading her to all corners of the earth—from India to Hawaii to Costa Rica.  
She is forever humbled and inspired by the evolution that takes place as we 
deepen our connection between body and mind. Emily feels blessed to share 
her art with the Denver audience. 

Small fact:
Saltimbanco or Saltimbanchi: Italian for itinerant

performers or acrobats. 
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Cynthia St. Amand – Solo Trapeze - Montreal, Canada
Cynthia came to the trapeze as an adult after working in the restaurant
industry. She first tried trapeze when working at a resort. She loved it. She
has been training with her coach for two and a half years. She lives and trains
in Montreal. She is dedicated to trapeze and thanks her amazing coach for 
helping her  achieve her success. She loves performing and is dedicated to 
circus. Her energy and passion are reflected in her performances. 

Ann Stimmel – Aerial Silks Solo - Johnstown, IA 
Ann received her training in circus arts and acrobatics at Hollywood Aerial 
Arts in Los Angeles, CA and has done continuing education at the San
Francisco Circus Center. Her performance style is influenced by modern
dance and various styles of club and street dance, including popping and 
krump. Ann’s performances reflect the human experience, and embrace
the ugliness of emotion as well as the joy. 

SPECIAL THANKS
Web Master - Oscar Perez
Oscar studied Computer Science at Community College of Denver and CU 
Denver. He gained graphic design skills from his mother, who is a 30-year
professional graphic designer. Oscar is a principal in Pharos Designs. Since 
2004, the company has brought professional design services to small to
medium size businesses. Oscar’s graphic design and experience with building 
web sites has been invaluable to the Festival. Oscar is a sponsor of the Festival 
and is instrumental in its success. He created the 2011 Festival web site and 
refined this site for the 2012 Festival. 

THE PERFORMERS

Kelly McDowell and Zoë Sheppard –
Aerial Silks Duo
Chicago, IL
Kelly and Zoe met in early 2010 while studying circus arts at Chicago’s Aloft 
Loft. It was while co-teaching a silks class that the duo discovered their talent 
for collaboration, and at the urging of their instructor and Aloft Circus Arts 
founder Shayna Swanson, aimed to create an innovative duo silks act.

The duo has performed locally at El Circo Cheapo, the Windy City Rollers
Awards Ceremony and showcases of student work at Aloft.

Kelly, a former marathon runner and rugby player, is currently a teacher
of silks and trapeze at Aloft, and is also a member of the Windy City Rollers 
(Chicago’s flat track roller derby league). Zoë, a former dancer and gymnast, 
is currently a teacher of silks, trapeze and rope at Aloft, as well as a costume 
designer and a photographer.

Allyson Ritchie – Aerial Hoop or Lyra - Centennial, CO
Allyson has been a professional figure skater for over ten years. She
is looking forward to combining both  her skating and aerial skills
in future performances.

Kristen Shaw – Aerial Silks Solo - Minneapolis, MN
Kristen’s life has always been profoundly effected by dance. She has been
fascinated by bodies in motion since she was very young. She started her
aerial training at Xelias Aerial Arts Studio in Minneapolis, MN. She began
performing for audiences, developing choreography, and teaching the art
to others. Currently, she actively seeks out and trains with aerialists from
all over the world to continue to refine and polish her aerial artistry.

“The circus is the modern form of theater that most 
closely resembles the original ritual forms out of which 

all other performing arts grew.” 
        

        - Paul Binder, founder of the Big Apple Circus

Role of the clown: to distract from prop changes.  In the 
one ring circus, the clown is an individual who has

mastered many aspects of circus performance.
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MASTER OF CEREMONIES
Jeff Jenson – Magician
Jeff has been entertaining audiences for the past 10 years. It all started at a Las 
Vegas magic shop; Jeff saw an effect with a floating card. He then read books on 
magic and talked with other magicians to gain knowledge of this art form. Jeff 
has performed for audiences large and small and has made many friends along 
the way. 

 

THE JUDGES
Marshall Garfield 
Marshall, based in Montreal, Canada is an independent artistic &
creative movement director. His company, Lab in Motion, is dedicated
to enhancing and designing the use of performance physicality in traditional, 
inter- disciplinary and new media productions and platforms. Between 1997
and 2006, Marshall worked with Cirque du Soleil as assistant head acrobatic 
coach, project manager, and acrobatic and performance designer. Marshall 
actively worked as co-creator of the Festival in 2011 and 2012.  Marshall
is also the artistic director of the 2012 Aerial Acrobatic Arts Festival.

L.J. Mintz
L.J. has 20 years of artistic experience in aerial circus arts, dance and
gymnastics. Her career has taken her around North America, the Middle
East and Southeast Asia. She has professionally performed flying trapeze,
aerial hoop, aerial silks, Spanish web, bungee trapeze and modern dance. 
She was a flying trapeze artist, in the BIG APPLE CIRCUS’ international debut 
in the United Arab Emirates. L.J. Mintz co-founded THE FLYING TRAPEZE 
SCHOOL MIAMI. She currently holds a Bachelors degree in Exercise Science 
& Health Promotion as well as two Pilates certifications.

Rachel Walker
Rachel was the original swinging trapeze artist with Cirque du Soleil’s KOOZA 
from 2006 until 2008. She has performed with Cirque Eloize TV 5, Circus 
Discordia and the Dresden Dolls. Rachel is a certified aerial trainer through 
the Ecole National de Cirque, in Montreal. She has worked with many schools 
across North America, including: ENC (Montreal), Aloft (Chicago), Awol 
(Portland), PSCA (Philadelphia), Circus Juventas (Minneapolis), Circus
Warehouse (NYC), Kinetic Theory (Los Angeles) and Trapeze High (San 
Diego). Her choreographic work has been featured in Cirque du Soleil’s “O”, 
Cirque Bezerk, Los Angeles Women’s Theatre Festival, & Aerial Arts Festivals
around the world. 

THE TECHNICAL TEAM
Festival Production Manager - Jessica Johnson
Jessica was a competitive horse vaulter in high school. She loves dogs and has 
volunteered for animal placement organizations. She volunteered to help the 
2011 Festival, after coming to an introduction to aerial arts class in 2010. Jessica 
is a whiz at organization and spreadsheets. Her keen mind, common sense, and 
positive spirit are essential to the Festival’s success. Jessica loves to hike with her 
dog Marly. She gardens and is learning the art of healing with herbs.

Marketing And Media Director - Elisabeth Monaghan  
Elisabeth is a Denver native. She grew up with the Coleman family and spent
a lot of time hanging out at their house during her early teens. She has her own 
communications consulting business, Monaghan Communications. Elisabeth 
was excited to assist with the first Aerial Acrobatic Arts Festival, and is as 
thrilled to sponsor and continue to lend her expertise to the 2012 Festival.
She will be also helping out as backstage manager this year. 

Stage Manager - Brian Hassler
Brian first became involved with the aerial community in 2001, when he
took a flying trapeze class with Thin Air Trapeze in Denver, CO. He has since 
retired from performing but is happy to have an opportunity to contribute to 
the 2011 and 2012 Aerial Acrobatic Arts Festivals. Brian is a Guild Certified 
FELDENKRAIS Teacher® and spends his free time walking his dog, practicing 
martial arts, and occasionally attempting to practice martial arts on his dog 
(who usually wins).

Head Rigger - Brett Copes 
Owner of Fight or Flight Entertainment, Brett is an experienced and skilled
rigger, specializing in theatrical flying, stunt and acrobatic rigging. He started 
out rigging buildings, running ROPES courses and climbing walls. Later,
he expanded into being a stuntman and stunt rigger. He has designed and
choreographed aerial and flying effects for theatrical shows and ran away 
briefly with the Circus. He now resides in Los Angeles California, working
with Cirque Du Soleil ‘IRIS’ and building aerial equipment. 
 

”On seeing a fearless acrobat in bright costume, we forget 
about ourselves, feeling that we have somehow risen above 

ourselves and reached the level of universal strength.”
        

             - Karl Marx
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THE TEAM: 
Supporters:
Air Aligned
Dardano’s School of Gymnastics
First Bank
Charlie Brown’s Bar and Grill
Ben Coleman
Bob Christians: Flying Trapeze, Inc

Kickstarter Supporters:
Aerial Animals
Aloft Circus Arts
Paula Berg
Cary Bialac
Craig Brown
La  Petite Chouette
Jennifer Dawes
Jim James
Justin Jimenez
Kennedy Kabasares
Shannon Kolman
Rob Layne
Les & Nancy Lockspeiser
Patti Miller
Elisabeth Monaghan
Steven J. Monson
Jeena Nelson
Mark Nelson
Not Literally
Dana Ritterbusch
Duo Rose, Samuel Simon 
Elizabeth Smith
Megan Stern
Margaux Stevenson
Peter Thatcher Leonard Jr.
Patric Timmermans
Kelly Tomlinson
Denitta Ward

Sponsors:
Aerial Fabric Acrobatics
Lab in Motion
Pharos Design
Monaghan Communications
Sharpco Designs
Fight or Flight
End Point
Boulder Ice Cream

Extreme Athletic Supply: EAS
Fantastic Hosts
Layne Consultant International

Technical:
Artistic Director: Marshall Garfield
Stage Manager: Brian Hassler
Head Rigger: Brett Copes
Rigger: Sean Fountain
Stagehand: Aaron Merriam
Production Assistant: Megan Stern
Backstage Manager: Elisabeth Monaghan
Lighting Design: Sven
Show Video Creation: Catherine Wiley and  
 David Mitchell
VJ: Wiley Cat
Videographer: David Mitchell
Assistant Videographer: Sara Peregrine
Sound D Js: Casey Stongle & Lawrence Phipps
Photography: Timothy Knott

Festival Rangers:
Dave Welty (Uncle Dave)
Harry
Pai

Seating Hostesses:
Tatanya Hamermesh
Mona Hamermesh
Adrienne Metzig
Krissy Adducci

Volunteers:
Shanley
Kaylee
Jasmine
Grace Ramsey
Christina Schmitt

Program & Poster Design: SharpCo Designs
Printing: Ben Cerveny
Marketing and Media: Elisabeth Monaghan
Artists’ Lodging Coordinator: Rob Layne
Food Coordination: Patti Miller
Sponsorship Table: Elizabeth Smith &
   Sara Kieser

Special Thanks to:
The Oriental Management
Volunteers who hosted artists 

Our Pre-Selection Panel:
Tanya Burka
Tony Carpenter
Ben Coleman
L J Minz
Rachel Walker

Kickstarter Campaign Video Team:
David Mitchell
Jill Katzenberger
Elisabeth Monaghan
Lynn Coleman

Cover:
Rachel Stewart
Best Artistic 2011
Photo: Scott Strohmeier

Shayna Swanson
Best Over-All Performance 2011

Photo: Scott Strohmeier
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THE PRODUCER

Lynn Coleman is an entrepreneur with a zeal for
connecting people in projects as varied as the Board
of Education and Flying Trapeze. She grew up in
a performing family and was performing at the age
of three. Her family toured the U.S. and Canada
performing trapeze, trampoline, clowning and
hand-balancing.  They toured Europe with Holiday
On Ice. In 2002, she formed Aerial Fabric Acrobatics,
a performance company that offers classes in aerial
acrobatics and sells aerial equipment around the world. 
Her company is the main sponsor of the Festival. 

Lynn’s association with the Burning Man community, as well as her background
in performance, led her to create the first Aerial Acrobatic Arts Festival in 2011.   

The Festival is meant to connect semi-professional aerialists to perform, be inspired, 
learn, and have fun! 

The Aerial Acrobatic Arts Festival was created using standards established in the 
Circus Festival tradition and with a circus spirit of innovation and discovery.

CHRONOLOGY OF THE CIRCUS continued...
 
The Counter Culture in the 1960’s and 1970’s led to the New American Circus.  The style was more
similar to European Circus with one ring. In addition, there was an emphasis on the role of the Circus
as a contributing member of the community.  The concept was that Circus could enrich life and uplift 
the spirit. 

In the 1980’s

Ecole Nationale de Cirque opened in Montreal.

Fete Foraine, festival of street performers was founded in Canada, 1982 by Guy Laliberte.

In 1984 Cirque du Soleil played its first season in Canada.

Circus Flora debuts at Spoleto Festival in Charleston, SC in 1986.

National Center of Circus Arts opened in Chalons-sur-marne, France.

Cirque du Soleil American debut in Los Angeles in 1987. 

1988 Moscow Circus introduced the Flying Cranes to America.

Duo Rose
Best Technical 2011

Photo: Scott Strohmeier




